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Whether you have been in business for decades or for just a few months the ability to tap into the 
knowledge of a trusted peer has tremendous value.  Imagine that this peer knows details and 
background information about your company.  Now imagine that you have not one trusted peer, 
but 2, 3 or 4.  They come from several different fields, can leverage their expertise to provide 
nuanced guidance for your decision-making process, and they know you would do the same for 
them.  Some people pay money to have this opportunity.  Some people might call this a board of 
directors and give them stock options or other compensation for their time.  You could have it for 
the price of the coffee you drink during the meeting.  Welcome to MasterMinds. 
  
The masterminds concept is not new.  It grew out of Napoleon Hill's book “Think and Grow 
Rich.”  In it he discusses business leaders, like Henry Ford having a group of peers who helped 
him make decisions and could be a knowledge bank.  
  
A MasterMinds group I have met with monthly for over three years has helped me navigate 
many decisions and potential pitfalls.  They have answered questions I struggled with and 
sometimes was afraid to ask for fear of looking dumb.  I trust this group, and I believe they trust 
me.  I expect we will keeping meeting for years to come.  If you are not currently in a 
MasterMinds group the Small Business Council can help you start one or join an existing one.  
Groups are typically between 3 to 5 members.  Please contact Danielle Joseph, Lisa LaTerra 
(MasterMinds committee chair) or me to learn how you can benefit.  But don't just take it from 
me - next month's article will give the perspectives of other MasterMinds members.  Until then.  
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There are many ways a driver can be distracted, but cell phones remain the top distraction 
because they have become virtually attached to people’s hands. Think about it: How often as a 



driver or passenger do you notice another driver tapping away at their smartphone, head lowered, 
while dangerously operating a two-ton vehicle? Maybe you admit you do it yourself.  

 

Remembering Owen and Making a Difference 

 

 

Put your phone in your pocket, or place it in the glove compartment when you drive. If you’re a 
passenger in a vehicle where the driver is using their phone, or you know someone who does it, 
tell them to stop.  

Together, we can help make the roads safer for everyone.  

 


