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I’d like to thank The Public Policy Committee for their dedicated advancement of pro-business policy on 

behalf of our members over the past year.  The Committee gathered input from each Council and affiliated 
Chamber to identify three priorities for the year and I am pleased to report on the progress made on each issue: 

1. US Department of Labor Overtime Regulations:  Opposed the new regulations that significantly increase 
the salary threshold at which employees must be paid overtime.  The Committee surveyed Chamber members 
on the expected impact, supported successful efforts to extend implementation time and to lower the threshold 
from that in the proposed rule. We continue to support federal legislation to reverse the ruling while joining 
member law firms in educating businesses about requirements. 

2. Taxes:  Focused on the PA property tax, the subcommittee created a policy statement opposing the 
elimination of this tax and substituting increases in personal income tax and sales tax due to the detrimental 
effects on businesses and those least able to afford increases in these taxes, they used the statement to advocate 
with legislators. 

3. Education funding:  After presentations from several experts, the committee chose to support solutions 
that changed the reimbursement formula to eliminate political influence, be fair to all school districts, address 
the state’s $60 billion unfunded pension liability and consider the cost side of the equation.   

In addition the Committee focused on minimum wage, non-discrimination, and climate change;  advocated 
for blocking the EPA Clean Power Plan; and hosted forums including the annual Mayors’ Reception and 
Business Matters with our five Greater Lehigh Valley Congressmen and US Senators Casey and Toomey. 

As we plan for the 2016-2017 fiscal year we will once again solicit input to determine our priorities.  As 
always, we welcome your comments. Please contact either Michelle Griffin Young at 
michelley@lehighvalleychamber.org, or me. 
 


