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Slatedale Trail System

German log cabin in Slatedale

Walnutport Canal Trail at 
Locktender’s House

Walnutport Canal Towpath 
4 miles, mostly level, firm 
smooth surface. Features: 

fully watered canal, 
restored locktender’s house, 
fishing, historical markers,  
interpretive signs, benches,  

and five canal locks.

Lehigh Gap Nature Center 
multi-trail complex, totals 
13 miles of trails, easy to 
difficult, varied surfaces. 
Features: Osprey House 
Environmental Education 
Center, re-vegetation 

national experimental site, 
railroad remains, interpretive 
signs, native flora and fauna

Trout
 Cree

k

Appalachian Trail -Maine to 
Georgia, difficult, rocky and 
steep section in this area.
Access points at both ends of 
the Lehigh Gap Bridge (RT 
873) and from the Lehigh Gap 
Nature Center.  Sweeping views 
from the top of the Kittatinny 
Ridge (Blue Mountain).

Lehigh River Water Trail - 
White Haven to Easton
Access points at Bowmanstown 
(west bank), Lehigh Gap (west 
bank), Walnutport (east bank).  
Mostly slack water.  Fishing, 
tubing, paddling.

D&L National Heritage 
Corridor Trail - when 
complete, Wilkes-Barre to 
Bristol. Level, firm smooth 
surface great for biking 
or walking. Now open, 15 
miles from Northampton to 
Bowmanstown, with 3.5 mi. 
section to Lehighton scheduled 
for 2012 completion. Access 
at Slatington Trailhead and 
Lehigh Gap.  Follows route of 
historic D&L Canal and Lehigh 
Valley Railroad. Benches, 
fishing, historical markers and 
interpretive signs.
Slatington National Historic 
District Walking Tour - 1.5 
miles, moderate elevation 
change, paved. Victorian 
architecture, original town 
reservoir, Fireman’s Statue, 
historical markers. Brochure 
at Boro Hall or D.L.Stevens 
Antiques. Includes tours of 
Walnutport and Slatedale.

Lehigh Valley Log Cabin Auto 
Tour -a narrative-guided 
driving tour of historical sites.
 Tour information available at 
www.lehighcountylogcabintrail.
org.  On Main Street, 
Slatington, at the Boro’s south 
border, see the log cabin of 
original settlers, the Remaly 
family.   Local cabins also at 
Slatedale and on Furnace Road 
(off of Mountain Road).

Slate Heritage Trail - - 3.1 
miles, mostly level, paved 
surface. Features: covered 
bridge with slate roof, slate 
benches, view of old “Bed 
Bug” slate quarry,  historical 
markers and interpretive signs, 
fishing. Follows Trout Creek. 
Pavilion rental 610-767-2131.
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The Lehigh Gap Nature Center (LGNC) is a  
new

 outdoor natural resource in the Northern 
Lehigh Area. Founded in 2003, the Center 
w
as created from

 a barren m
oonscape of land 

denuded by air pollution. LGNC, headquartered 
at the O

sprey House, has successfully 
revegetated about 400 acres w

ith native

prairie grasses, creating a unique grassland 
ecosystem

 on its refuge.  LGNC has built a 
netw

ork of trails on the Kittatinny Ridge (Blue 
M

ountain) and is open to the public free of 
charge. The Nature Center’s netw

ork of about 
13 m

iles of trails connects tw
o national trails, 

the Appalachian National Scenic Trail (AT) and 
Delaw

are &
 Lehigh Heritage Corridor Trail (D&

L 
Trail) to create hiking loops of anyw

here from
 

tw
o to m

ore than 13 m
iles in length. Access 

to LGNC is along Paint M
ill Road w

hich turns 
off PA 873 tw

o m
iles north of M

ain Street 
in Slatington. Park at the new

 and expanded, 
nationally-recognized O

sprey House Visitor and 
Education Center to w

alk, hike, bike on the 
rail trails, paddle or fish in the Lehigh River, 
w
atch birds, or photograph nature. For m

ore 
inform

ation see 
http://lgnc.org or contact the Center at 610-
760-8889 or lgnc@

ptd.net. 

 
The Northern Lehigh area is the hub 

of eight m
ulti-use trails offering w

alking, 
hiking, bicycling ,x-c skiing, skating, river and 
creek access, and connections to the national 
trail netw

ork.  Centered on the historic tow
ns 

of Slatington, W
alnutport, Slatedale, Em

erald, 
and the nationally recognized Lehigh Gap 
Nature Center, these trails offer extensive 
variety in terrain, scenery, and opportunities 
to observe nature’s w

onders.  Historically 
im

portant areas, such as the path of the 
m
en w

ho traced the W
alking Purchase and 

the Lehigh Canal at W
alnutport, provide a 

tie to the past in this key area for industrial 
developm

ent in centuries gone by.  See the site 
of the m

ill w
here Benjam

in Franklin purchased 
lum

ber for the construction of forts along the 
Blue M

ountain.  Learn the role of the canals 
and railroads w

hich pow
ered the industrial 

revolution, visit the “blackboard capital of the 
w
orld” and see the Victorian m

ansions built by 
w
ealthy quarry ow

ners.
 

Today’s trails provide challenge for 
experienced enthusiasts, or easy-going scenic 
strolls or bike rides for the person w

ith the 
urge to get outdoors and enjoy the beauty 
of this geographically diverse area.  Parking 
w
ith trail, river and creek access points dot 

the area, providing convenience and ease 
of use. The W

alnutport Canal Tow
path, the 

Slate Heritage Trail, and the D&
L National 

Heritage Corridor Trail have firm
 surfaces and 

only m
inor elevation changes.  A visit to the 

Northern Lehigh Trails w
ill rew

ard you w
ith a 

variety of opportunities to enjoy the natural 
beauty of the area and an educational peek 
into a key piece of our nation’s developm

ent.
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